
GES 400X: Qualitative Methods in Human Geography | Fall 2020 
Assistant Professor John Stehlin, PhD 
 

Course information 
Course number and title: GES 400X/600X: Qualitative Methods in Human Geography  
Credits: 3 
Meets: Asynchronous with weekly meetings Thursday 2:00-3:00 PM 
Markers: N/A 
Pre-requisites/Co-requisites: none 
Course website: https://uncg.instructure.com/courses/81971  
 

Instructor information 
Name: John Stehlin 
Office location: Graham 235 
Email: jgstehli@uncg.edu  
Zoom office hours: Tuesdays 2:00 PM and Thursdays 4:00 PM, or other times by appointment. 
Please sign up for office hours here. Please sign up at least once within the first 4 weeks of class. 
Pronouns: he/him/his 

Communication   
I respond to emails within 48 hours during the work week and on Monday for emails received 
between Friday and Sunday. Please include “GES 400X” in the subject line of your email. 

Catalog description 
N/A 

Course description 
Qualitative research deals with information that can’t be quantified (turned into numbers) and 
often requires interpretation by the research subject, the researcher, or both. While quantitative 
researchers search for statistical patterns in a relatively large number of observations, qualitative 
researchers search for ideas, values, and meaning in a relatively small number of observations. 
This means getting up close and personal with people, but also with landscapes, texts, and even 
images.  
 
This course introduces you to common qualitative methods used in human geography, including 
interviews, ethnography, observation, and textual, visual, archival, and landscape analysis. We 
will also discuss some basic conceptual and ethical issues related to qualitative research and 
practice writing about research findings. The goal is to help you on your qualitative research for 
your own capstone or thesis projects.  
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Learning Outcomes 
Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to: 

- Identify the methods appropriate to various kinds of research questions, as 
demonstrated by group exercises and final papers. 

- Evaluate the methods employed in published research articles, as demonstrated by 
response papers and discussions. 

- Reflect on the methodological and ethical issues raised by different research techniques, 
as demonstrated by contributions to group discussions. 

- Engage in dialogue and provide constructive feedback to classmates, as demonstrated by 
group exercises and discussions. 

Textbook & Readings 
The main text for this course is Qualitative Research Methods in Human Geography (4th edition) 
edited by Iain Hay (“QRM” below and in online modules), which is available through the UNCG 
bookstore in both physical and electronic formats. Additional required and supplementary 
readings, as well as links to external websites, will be found on the Canvas site 
(https://uncg.instructure.com/courses/80257).   
 

Course Structure 
 
 Topic Core reading Assignment(s) 
8/17-
8/21 

Ethnographic 
thinking 

Bobrow-Strain Discussion 1: Introduce yourself 

8/24-
9/11 

Qualitative methods, 
relationships, and 
power 

Nelson, Stephens, 
QRM Chs. 1, 2, 4 

Discussion 2: Topics brainstorming  
Discussion 3: Critical reflexivity, ethics, 
and research justice 

9/14-
9/25 

Planning research 
and data analysis 

QRM Chs. 6,7, 18 Discussion 4: Topics, research questions, 
and possible methods 
Assignment 1: Research questions 

9/28-
10/16 

Constructed data: 
Interviews, 
questionnaires, 
observation 

QRM Chs. 8, 12, 15 
and 9, 10, or 17 

Assignment 2: Zoom interview and code 
Assignment 3: Public setting observation 
Discussion 5: Running discussion on 
interviews and observation  

10/19-
11/6 

Found data: 
landscapes, archives, 
visual materials, and 
new media 

Barrett et al., QRM 
Ch. 11 and 13, 14, 
or 16 

Assignment 4: Landscape analysis 
Assignment 5: Finding an archive 
Discussion 6: Running discussion on 
landscapes and archives 

11/9-
11/20 

Writing and 
communicating 
research 

QRM Chs. 19 and 
20 

Discussion 7: Reflection on qualitative 
research 
 

12/4   Reflection papers due 5:00 PM 
 



GES 400X/600X: Qualitative Methods in Human Geography—Fall 2020—Prof. John Stehlin 

Updated: 8/18/2020 3 

Requirements & Grading Criteria 
Completion of all course components is necessary to receive a passing grade in the course.  
 
Synchronous class attendance and participation: 20% 

Attendance and participation are crucial to collective learning, especially in a discussion-
based class this size. Grades will be assigned based on presence and preparedness, 
constructive contributions to discussion, and attendance of office hours. 

Asynchronous online group discussions: 30% 
Online discussions will be posted roughly every week on topics listed below or anything 
else that comes up and warrants further discussion. These are a good chance to keep up 
your writing practice as well. To keep discussions timely, they will not remain open 
indefinitely, so post early! Discussions are evaluated based on constructive engagement 
with other group members, precision in discussion of texts and ideas, and visible effort, 
and are graded on a ✓+ / ✓ / ✓– basis. 

Assignments: 40% 
Periodic assignments will allow you to practice using various methods to gather and 
analyze different types of data. Each assignment and the evaluation criteria will be 
described in detail in the prompt, but in general assignments will be graded based on 
effectiveness in applying course concepts, thoughtfulness in the use of the method, and 
visible effort. 

Research reflection paper: 10% 
The purpose of the reflection paper is to pull together the various themes and 
methodological issues that we have discourse over the course of the term. It is a chance 
to consider how the methods you have learned in this class can contribute to your thesis 
or similar project. A fuller description can be found in the reflection paper prompt. 

Grading Scale 
A                  93-100 B+               87-89 C+               77-79 D+               67-69 F    59 and below 
A-                   90-92 B                 83-86 C                 73-76 D                 63-66  
 B-                80-82 C-                70-72 D-                60-62  
     
✓+                     100 ✓                      87 ✓–                    75   

 
 

Course Policies 

Syllabus, attendance, and recordings 
Lectures will typically be posted to Canvas on Tuesdays, depending on where we are in the 
material for the given module. 
 
For our synchronous Thursday meetings, I will take attendance. You are allowed two unexcused 
absences, after which absences will affect your participation grade. You can make up an absence 
by scheduling office hours with me and being prepared to discuss the material within one week 
of the class you missed.  
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The contents of the syllabus are subject to change at my discretion and with reasonable notice.  

Technology  
Technology will mediate everything we do in this class, so we need to be very conscientious 
about how we use it, and particularly how we engage with each other.  

• Zoom: We will hold synchronous classes on Zoom on Thursdays. If you have access to a 
computer and WiFi, please use your computer to connect so that it’s easier to participate 
using the chat and “hand raise” functions. If you have only a phone, you can call in 
without connecting to video to save on data costs. Please mute your mic when not 
talking to prevent echoes and disruption. 

• Google Docs: During the first week, we will set up groups and use shared Google Drive 
folders and documents for note-taking and collaboration over the course of the 
semester. I recommend using your UNCG login for any Google features used in class to 
keep it separate from your personal mail. If you don’t have access to Microsoft Word 
(UNCG Software link here), you can compose assignments in Google Docs but please 
export a .docx file to submit assignments.  

Late work, extra credit, and grade challenges 
Work that is submitted late will lose one half of a letter grade (5 points on a 100-point scale) per 
24 hours that it is late, which means it is usually in your favor to turn an assignment in on time, 
even if it is not up to your highest standards. Also, there will be periodic opportunities for extra 
credit over the course of the semester.  
 
You should feel free to request clarification on any grade you receive by signing up for office 
hours and discussing it with me. Please note that it is always possible for my re-evaluation of 
your work to lower the original grade.  

Academic integrity 
Please make yourself familiar with UNCG’s academic integrity policies, available at 
http://sa.uncg.edu/handbook/academic-integrity-policy/. When in doubt, cite! All written work 
submitted through Canvas is automatically checked using the Turnitin anti-plagiarism software, 
and suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be handled according to university procedures.  

Disruptive behavior 
Disruptive behavior is that which UNCG regards as speech or action which: 1) is threatening, or 
2) substantially impedes the delivery of university services. Disruptive behavior includes 
harassing, threatening, or acting abusively toward an instructor, staff member, or toward other 
students in any activity authorized by the University. Disruptive behavior also includes any other 
behavior covered by the Student Code of Conduct. The instructor may withdraw a student from 
a course for behavior that is deemed by the instructor to be disruptive to the class. Please see 
the student affairs handbook at https://sa.uncg.edu/handbook/wp-content/uploads/Disruptive-
Behavior-in-the-Classroom-Policy-8-4-17.pdf for more information.  
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Accommodations for varying abilities 
This university and the Department of GES welcome students of all backgrounds and abilities. If 
you feel you will encounter any barriers to full participation in this course due to the impact of a 
disability, please contact the Office of Accessibility Resources and Services 
(https://ods.uncg.edu/, 336-334-544, Suite 215 EUC). The OARS staff can meet with you virtually 
to discuss the barriers you are experiencing and explain the eligibility process for establishing 
academic accommodations.  

Campus resources if you’re having difficulty 
I will do my best to help you succeed in this class, but there are a number of campus resources 
designed to provide you with extra support.  
  
Tutoring:  
Please ask me for help if you are having trouble understanding the material or managing your 
workload. Chances are if you are having trouble, others are too, and reaching out to me could 
help your classmates as well. Beyond speaking to me in office hours, please make use of the 
Students First office (https://studentsfirst.uncg.edu/, 101 Forney Student Success Commons, 
336-334-5730), and/or the Writing Center (https://writingcenter.uncg.edu/, 3211 MHRA, 336-
334-3125), who will have virtual consultations available.     

 
Health and wellness:  
Please do not hesitate to seek advice and/or help for any issues of physical, mental, and 
emotional health you may have, because these can quickly become barriers to your learning, and 
not just in this class. This is especially true in these very uncertain times with a pandemic that is 
causing enormous economic disruption. Please reach out to Student Health Services and/or The 
Counseling Center (https://shs.uncg.edu/, 336-334-5874, 107 Gray Drive), whose services 
include free, confidential mental health services, if you need help or just a person to talk to. I am 
happy to speak with you about any issues you’re having but please note that it is impossible for 
me to guarantee confidentiality because under many circumstances I am legally required to refer 
certain issues (sexual violence, self-harm, violence toward others) to the proper office. 
 
Interpersonal violence:  
The Campus Violence Response Center (https://cvrc.uncg.edu/, 336-334-9839, Gove Student 
Health Center) provides free counseling and other services to people who have experienced 
sexual assault, intimate partner violence, stalking, or related problems. As above, please note 
that although I recognize that there are many cases in which a survivor would prefer not to 
pursue disciplinary action, as a professor I am legally required to report any such cases that I 
learn of. 

Readings 
Readings are an essential element of this class. Class time will primarily be used to discuss the 
readings, so if you are unprepared you will not be able to contribute. You are responsible for all 
material in the assigned readings, whether or not it is covered during class time.  
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For some readings, the page numbers of the most important passages to focus on will appear on 
the syllabus like so: (127-34). This does not mean you should skip the other sections – at the very 
least skim them so that you know how the important parts fit into the overall argument. 
 
In Modules, you will see Read, Skim, and Further reading files in a staggered list under each 
module heading. For example, on Canvas, the first segment of readings for Module 3 will appear 
like so: 
 
QRM, Ch. 8: Interviewing                                 ß read 

Tissot – Loving Diversity, Controlling Diversity.pdf   ß skim 
QRM, Ch. 12: Using Questionnaires in Qualitative Human Geography ß read 

Hoe – Bike-Sharing in Low-Income Communities.pdf        ß skim 
QRM, Ch. 15: Placing Observation in the Research Toolkit                  ß read   
Whyte - The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces Links to an external site.  ß read 

Dwyer & Buckle - The Space Between.pdf     ß further reading 
 
Wise words about reading strategically:  
 

Social science should be read differently than other kinds of material… Don’t start with the 
first word and continue to the last word. Try to figure out the overall argument before you 
begin reading, by looking for summaries at the beginning or end of each section or 
chapter. This isn’t a detective novel, so it’s better to know the conclusion before you set 
out… Don’t get bogged down. Once you know what you’re looking for, it’ll be easier to 
choose which paragraphs and sections to read carefully and which you can skim. Yes, 
skim. And if there’s material you can’t apprehend after a serious try, jot down your 
question to ask in class and then move on. (Professor Marc Blecher, Oberlin College). 

 
There is too much material to try to do the readings—even skimming!—at the last minute, so 
please keep up! 
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Reading List 
 

First week Ethnographic thinking 
August 17-21 Read: Bobrow-Strain, Aaron. 2007. “Honest Shadows: Ethnography and 

Ordinary Tyrants.” In Intimate Enemies: Landowners, Power, and 
Violence in Chiapas. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, pp. 16–31. 

Discussion 1: Introducing ourselves 
August 24 COURSE WITHDRAWAL POLICY IN EFFECT AFTER AUGUST 24 
  
MODULE 1 Qualitative methods, relationships, and power 
August 24-
September 11 

Read: Nelson, Alondra. 2020. “Society after Pandemic.” Items: Insights From 
the Social Sciences (blog). April 23, 2020. https://items.ssrc.org/covid-
19-and-the-social-sciences/society-after-pandemic/. 

Read: Stephens, Jacqueline. 2018. “When the Numbers Aren’t Enough: How 
Different Data Work Together in Research.” The Conversation, 
November 11, 2018. http://theconversation.com/when-the-numbers-
arent-enough-how-different-data-work-together-in-research-103907. 

Read: QRM, Ch. 1: “Qualitative Research and its Place in Human Geography” 
by Hilary Winchester and Matthew Rofe, pp. 3-28. 

Discussion 2: Brainstorming research topics 
Read: QRM, Ch. 2: “Power, Subjectivity, and Ethics in Qualitative Research” 

by Robyn Dowling, pp. 29-44. 
Read: QRM, Ch. 4: “Empowering Methodologies: Feminist and Indigenous 

Approaches” by Jay Johnson and Clare Madge, pp. 76-94. 
Discussion 3: Research ethics and justice 
Further reading: QRM, Ch. 3: “Cross-Cultural Research: Ethics, Methods, and 

Relationships” by Richie Howitt and Stan Stevens, pp. 45-75. 
Further reading: Haraway, Donna. 1988. “Situated Knowledges: The Science 

Question in Feminism and the Privilege of Partial Perspective.” 
Feminist Studies 14 (3): pp. 575-99. 

Further reading: Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. 2002. “Fatal Couplings of Power and 
Difference: Notes on Racism and Geography.” The Professional 
Geographer 54(1): pp. 15-24. 

  
MODULE 2 Planning research and data analysis 
September 14-
25 

Read: QRM, Ch. 6: “Qualitative Research Design and Rigour” by Elaine 
Stratford and Matt Bradshaw, pp. 117-129. 

Read: QRM, Ch. 7: “Case Studies in Qualitative Research” by Jamie Baxter, 
pp. 130-146. 

Discussion 4: Topics, research questions, and appropriate methods 
Read: QRM, Ch. 18: “Organizing and Analyzing Qualitative Data” by Meghan 

Cope, pp. 373-93. 
Assignment 1: Research questions 
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Further reading: QRM, Ch. 5: “Writing a Compelling Research Proposal” by 
Janice Monk and Richard Bedford, pp. 95-116. 

Further reading: Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. 
Williams. 2008. “From Topics to Questions” and “From Questions to a 
Problem.” In The Craft of Research, 3rd ed. Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, pp. 35–67. 

  
MODULE 3 Constructed data: Interviews, questionnaires, observation 
September 28-
October 16 

Read: QRM, Ch. 8: “Interviewing” by Kevin Dunn, pp. 149-88 
Skim: Tissot, Sylvie. 2014. “Loving Diversity/Controlling Diversity: Exploring 

the Ambivalent Mobilization of Upper-Middle-Class Gentrifiers, South 
End, Boston.” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 38 
(4): pp. 1181–94. 

Further reading:  Dwyer, Sonya Corbin, and Jennifer L. Buckle. 2009. “The 
Space Between: On Being an Insider-Outsider in Qualitative Research.” 
International Journal of Qualitative Methods 8 (1): pp. 54–63. 

Discussion 5: Themes in interpersonal research 
Assignment 2: Zoom interview and code  
Read: QRM, Ch. 12: “Using Questionnaires in Qualitative Human Geography” 

by Pauline McGuirk and Phillip O’Neill, pp. 246-72 
Skim: Hoe, Nina. 2015. “Bike Sharing in Low-Income Communities: 

Perceptions and Knowledge April – October 2015.” Temple University 
Institute for Survey Research. Vol. 4416. http://betterbikeshare.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/05/TUISR-REPORT_Low-Income-Bike-Share-
Evalulation_FINAL.pdf. 

Read: QRM, Ch. 15: “Placing Observation in the Research Toolkit” by Robin 
Kearns, pp. 313-33 

Watch: Whyte, William. 1980. The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HH9fhmyTRjI. 

Assignment 3: Public setting observation 
Discussion 6: Running discussion on interviews and observation  

Option A Read: QRM, Ch. 9: “Oral History and Human Geography” by Karen George 
and Elaine Stratford, pp. 189-202 

Skim: Kwan, Mei-Po. 2008. “From Oral Histories to Visual Narratives: Re-
Presenting the Post-September 11 Experiences of the Muslim Women 
in the USA.” Social & Cultural Geography 9 (6): pp. 653-69 (657-65). 

Option B Read: QRM, Ch. 10: “Focusing on the Focus Group” by Jenny Cameron, pp. 
203-24  

Skim: Secor, Anna J. 2002. “The Veil and Urban Space in Istanbul: Women’s 
Dress, Mobility and Islamic Knowledge.” Gender, Place & Culture 9 (1): 
pp. 5–22 (11-19). 

Option C Read: QRM, Ch. 17: “Empowering Approaches: Participatory Action 
Research” by Sara Kindon, pp. 350-70 
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Skim: Derickson, Kate Driscoll, and Paul Routledge. 2015. “Resourcing 
Scholar-Activism: Collaboration, Transformation, and the Production of 
Knowledge.” The Professional Geographer 67 (1): pp. 1-7.  

  
October 9 LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW WITHOUT INCURRING WF GRADE 
  
MODULE 4 Found data: landscapes, archives, visual materials, and new media 
October 19-
November 6 

Read: Barrett, Brien, et al. 2008. “Reading Landscapes.” Learning Historical 
Research. https://www.williamcronon.net/researching/landscapes.htm.  

Skim: Rojas, James. 2003. “The Enacted Environment: Examining the Streets 
and Yards of East Los Angeles.” In Everyday America: Cultural Landscape 
Studies After J.B. Jackson, edited by Chris Wilson and Paul Groth. 
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. 

Assignment 4: Landscape analysis 
Further reading: Macfarlane, Robert. 2020. “The Crapola Sublime.” New York 

Review Of Books, April 9, 2020.  
Read: QRM, Ch. 11: “Historical Research and Archival Sources” by Michael 

Roche, pp. 225-45. 
Skim: Domosh, Mona. 2015. “International Harvester, the U.S. South, and the 

Makings of International Development in the Early 20th Century.” 
Political Geography 49 (November): pp. 17-29.  

Assignment 5: Finding an archive 
Discussion 6: Running discussion on landscapes and archives 

Option A Read: QRM, Ch. 13: “Visual Methodology” by Jim Craine and Colin Gardner, 
pp. 274-87. 

Skim: Alderman, Derek H., and E. Arnold Modlin Jr. 2013. “Southern 
Hospitality and the Politics of African American Belonging: An Analysis 
of North Carolina Tourism Brochure Photographs.” Journal of Cultural 
Geography 30 (1): pp. 6-31 (15-24).  

Option B Read: QRM, Ch. 14: “Doing Foucauldian Discourse Analysis–Revealing Social 
Realities” by Gordon Waitt, pp. 288-312. 

Skim: Pearsall, Hamil, and Joseph Pierce. 2010. “Urban Sustainability and 
Environmental Justice: Evaluating the Linkages in Public Planning/Policy 
Discourse.” Local Environment 15 (6): pp. 569-80 (572-78).  

Option C Read: QRM, Ch. 16: “New Media” by Jamie Winders, pp. 334-49. 
Skim: Erete, Sheena, Nicole Love, Jesse Mumm, Anfal Boussayoud, and 

Ihudiya Finda Ogbonnaya-Ogburu. 2016. “‘That Neighborhood Is 
Sketchy!’: Examining Online Conversations about Social Disorder in 
Transitioning Neighborhoods.” In Proceedings of the 2016 CHI 
Conference: Extended Abstracts on Human Factors in Computing 
Systems, pp. 1180-86. 

  
MODULE 5 Writing and communicating research 
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November 9-20 Read: QRM, Ch. 19: “Writing Qualitative Geographies, Constructing 
Meaningful Geographical Knowledges” by Julia Mansvelt and Lawrence 
Berg, pp. 394-421. 

Read: QRM, Ch. 20: “Communicating Qualitative Research to Wider 
Audiences” by Eric Pawson and Dydia DeLyser, pp. 423-434. 

Assignment 6: Research “elevator pitch” 
Further reading: Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. 

Williams. 2008. “Making Good Arguments: An Overview, “Making 
Claims,” and “Assembling Reasons and Evidence.” In The Craft of 
Research, 3rd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, pp. 108–38. 

Discussion 7: Reflection on research  
  
November 23-27 NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
  
December 4 FINAL PROJECTS DUE AT 5:00 PM 
  

 


